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POWERING APARTHEID
AND GENOCIDE

   Cuyler, Z. (2024). Power struggles—energy as a
weapon of war, domination and resistance in Palestine.
Middle East Report, (313).
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…It is necessary to underline that the history 
of electrification in Palestine is integral to the
larger Zionist settler colonial 
project…power grids, like
 water and telecommunication 
networks, have long been 
“the elixir of life for the 
[Zionist] settlements, the 
secret of their power” 
(Zertal and Eldar, 2009:XV).
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    Salamanca, O. J. (2014, March). Hooked on
electricity: The charged political economy of
electrification in Palestine. In New Direction in
Palestine Studies Workshop, Brown University.
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The colonial legacy of electrification in Palestine,
is the marriage of British colonialism and the
Zionist settler colonial project. Both would play
an active role in shutting down independent
utility plants, and the making of a central colonial
grid that would connect Palestinians to the will
of an apartheid state sending their monthly bill
payments into the pockets of the Israeli
Electricity Corporation (IEC).    

-OMAR JABARY SALAMANCA, (2014)
“HOOKED ON ELECTRICITY: THE
CHARGED POLITICAL ECONOMY OF
ELECTRIFICATION IN THE PALESTINIAN
WEST BANK”. 

HOW THE UNIFIED ELECTRICITY GRID POWERS APARTHEID AND GENOCIDE.

Electricity is the backbone of the settler-colonial entity’s
killing machine. Today, it manifests as the forced
infrastructural linkages of a fragmented Palestinian
geography, to a genocidal entity with the ability to
instantaneously cut power to 2.2 million people as collective
punishment.    Not only does the grid extend to the ever-
expanding settler-colonial outposts or “settlements” in
occupied Palestinian lands;    it sustains the brutal and
deadly violence of settler gangs ravaging Palestinian villages,
farms, and homes daily–not as sporadic acts, but as
violence systematic to an infrastructure of apartheid.    The
central grid            renders the line between ‘civilian’ and
military                     infrastructures null and void. 

Palestinian dependency on a centralized,
fossil-fueled electric grid controlled by the
Zionist state is essential to its ability to exert
domination over Palestinian life and death.

Electricity, sustained by a fossil-fueled
grid in which coal remains materially
significant, underpins military
installations, surveillance systems,
weapons production, and the wider
infrastructure of occupation and
genocide.

Palestinian dependency on a centralized,
fossil-fueled electric grid controlled by
the Zionist state is essential to its ability
to exert domination over Palestinian life
and death.

   World Bank Group.
(2017). Securing energy
for development in West
Bank and Gaza: Brief
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   Amnesty International
UK. (2026, January 13).
Israel/OPT: Spike in
state-backed settler
violence shows need to
dismantle apartheid
system. Amnesty
International UK. 
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FEEDING THE GRID–
POWERING APARTHEID
WITH COAL
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   Globes. (2022, December 5). Israelis pay for delay
in replacing coal-fueled power stations.
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-israelis-pay-for-
delay-in-replacing-coal-fueled-power-stations-
1001431911

   Rettig, E., & Harari, M. (2024, May 30). The security
of the Israeli electricity sector during the Israel-Hamas
war. Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies. 

   International Trade Administration. (2019,
December 20). Country commercial guide: Israel –
Energy. International Trade Administration.
Caroline Kehoe, Mark Hatfull, and Joseph Bentley,
“Finding Neverland: exploring the risks in exporting
Kurdistan’s oil,” Menas Associates, 5 October, 2017. 

Coal supplies a significant share of Israel’s electricity, with the Israeli Electric
Corporation (IEC) operating two coal-fired power stations: Orot Rabin in
Hadera (2,590 MW)    and Rutenberg in Ashkelon (2,250 MW),    together
representing nearly 4,800 MW of installed capacity. Coal is imported through
dedicated port infrastructure at both sites, with shipments entering at
Hadera to supply Orot Rabin, and through a dedicated coal port serving the
Rutenberg station in Ashkelon. The imported coal used by IEC’s coal-fired
power stations is procured through the National Coal Supply Corporation
(NCSC), a government-held company wholly owned by IEC. 

Despite stated plans to phase out coal, the IEC’s coal-
to-gas conversion has repeatedly been delayed:
reporting in late 2022 already noted that the
conversion timetable had slipped, with completion no
longer expected before 2026. By December 2025,
energy reporting indicated that security concerns
following the June 2025 war with Iran had pushed the
effective end of coal use back by a further twelve
months.

While the IEC repeatedly claims that coal is being phased out, the apartheid
state remains dependent on imported coal to sustain a unified electricity grid.
“Israel” has no domestic coal mines, and while most of its electricity is now
generated from domestic natural gas, including offshore fields such as Tamar
and Leviathan,    coal continues to power a significant part of the IEC
generation mix and remains strategically important to the functioning of the grid. 

This dependence makes coal exports a
material pressure point. Vessels arriving at
Israeli ports do not simply supply abstract
energy demand: they help sustain the
electricity infrastructure that underpins
occupation, settlement, industry, and war.

In the first nine months of 2024, the Israeli
Electric Corporation (IEC), the primary state-
owned utility company responsible for
generating, transmitting, and distributing
electricity–reported that 33.5% of its electricity
generation came from coal. While in 2025, coal
accounted for 26.2% of IEC’s electricity
generation. Coal-fired generation therefore
remained a major part of the IEC generation
mix, even as its share declined year-on-year.

– ELAI RETTIG AND MICHAEL HARARI, “THE
SECURITY OF THE ISRAELI ELECTRICITY
SECTOR DURING THE ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR,”
BEGIN-SADAT CENTER 

“Even if there are enough stations that can quickly
switch to coal when needed, Israel’s emergency coal
reserves are probably not large enough to last very
long, so there would be a need to import more during
the war. To deal with such a scenario, Israel needs to
increase its coal and fuel stocks temporarily in
preparation for the expansion of the war.”

   Global Energy Monitor.
(2026, April 7). Orot
Rabin power station.
Retrieved April 16, 2026,
from
https://www.gem.wiki/Orot
_Rabin_power_station
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   Global Energy Monitor.
(2026, April 8).
Rutenberg power station.
Retrieved April 16, 2026,
from
https://www.gem.wiki/Rute
nberg_power_station
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      Israel Electric
Corporation. (2025).
Financial reports for the
nine and three months
ended September 30,
2025.Global Energy
Monitor. (2026, April 8).
Rutenberg power station.
Retrieved April 16, 2026,
from
https://www.gem.wiki/Rute
nberg_power_station
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Even pro-state energy security analysis has
acknowledged this vulnerability. As Israeli
analysts Elai Rettig and Michael Harari
argued, emergency coal reserves would
likely not last long in an expanded war
scenario, requiring additional imports.
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PHASE      : COLOMBIA DOMINATES – PRE-DECREE (OCTOBER 2023 –
AUGUST 2024) 
Colombia supplied 51% of Israel's thermal coal, Russia 38%, South Africa just
11%. Colombia was the dominant supplier; South Africa was marginal.

PHASE    : SHIFT BEGINS – DECREE TO NAVAL ENFORCEMENT (AUGUST
2024 – JULY 2025) 
South Africa surged to 45% of Israel's coal supply, overtaking Colombia which
fell to 34%. Russia collapsed to 6%. Drummond Corporation exploited the pre-
existing contract loophole in Decree 1047. Glencore ceased all Colombian
exports to Israel — but coal from South Africa, where Glencore operates through
the RBCT consortium, accelerated.

PHASE    : REROUTING AFTER COLOMBIA’S EMBARGO – POST-NAVAL
ENFORCEMENT (JULY 2025 – MARCH 2026)
South Africa now supplies 88% of Israel's seaborne thermal coal. Colombia's
share fell to 6% (one final Drummond vessel). Russia collapsed to under 2%. The
rerouting is complete. South Africa is the new embargo front.

The SA BDS Coalition's 'Fuelling Genocide' report
documented at least 17 vessels loaded at Richards
Bay between October 2023 and December 2025,
transporting at least 2.99 million tonnes of coal
to Israel, according to South African Revenue
Service customs data.

SHIPMENTS IDENTIFIED IN THE DATASET

THE DATA: 
     WHO SUPPLIES 
COAL TO “ISRAEL”

LSEG DATA SHOWS A CLEAR REROUTING OF SUPPLY: COLOMBIA DOMINATED IN 2023, THE
SHIFT BECAME VISIBLE IN 2024, AND AFTER COLOMBIA FULLY ENFORCED ITS EMBARGO IN
2025, SOUTH AFRICA EMERGED AS THE PRINCIPAL REPLACEMENT SUPPLIER. THE DATA
REVEALS THREE DISTINCT PHASES IN THE RESTRUCTURING OF ISRAEL'S COAL SUPPLY. THIS
IS THE CENTRAL FINDING OF THIS PUBLICATION: THE EMBARGO WORKED WHERE IT WAS
ENFORCED — AND CAPITAL ADAPTED BY REROUTING THROUGH SOUTH AFRICA.

Shipment records between October 2023 and February 2026
show a concentrated fossil supply chain of approximately 6.6
million tonnes of thermal coal, linking extraction terminals in
Colombia (45.3%), South Africa (32.8%), and the Russian
Federation (18.4%) to Israeli energy infrastructure.  While
Australia and China have only made singular shipments, it is
worth noting that the Netherlands has no domestic sources of
coal and is therefore likely to be re-exporting coal mined
elsewhere to “Israel.”

Colombia and South Africa are the largest identified sources by
delivered volume, with cargoes arriving directly at the Orot Rabin
Coal Power Plant, the IEC Rutenberg Power Station, and Ashdod
port infrastructure.
The pattern is clear: coal and related solid fuel shipments do not
enter an abstract national market.
They move through identifiable terminals, ports, and power
infrastructure. This makes the supply chain visible — and
contestable.
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